
 

 

CHIEF’S REPORT 
PISCATAWAY  HIGH  SCHOOL  HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 

Jason Lester, Principal March 2016 
 

 
MESSAGE FROM MR. LESTER 
 

As we’ve Marched into spring, the winter weather has seemed to gradually move beyond us without 
incident.  
 
This month we celebrated National Women’s Month, and, during morning announcements, the Ladies 
of Inspiration Fortitude and Talent (L.I.F.T.) read bios of famous women in American history, 
recognizing their contributions to our country. Also, we had the pleasure of hosting our Barcelona 
exchange students for a week in mid-March.  They had a tremendous time at PHS and our students 
and their families served as gracious hosts.  Excellent work and organization by Ms. Corrales, Ms. 
Herrera, and Ms. Ber.  They have done great work expanding this exchange program. The PTSO 
held the 2nd annual Tricky Tray event, which was another huge success raising over 14k for project 
graduation. Thank you to all of my PTSO executive board members, PTSO members, Ms. Loux, and 
all of the student volunteers.  GREAT JOB!  
 
Lastly, please make sure that you read the important PARCC information posted in the virtual 
backpack. It is critical to our success.  
 
Please read on to find out more about PHS.  
 

Strength & Honor 
 
 

PHS HAPPENINGS 
 

AFJROTC NEWS 
 

 



Union City JROTC Drill Competition 
NJ-761 set out at the brink of dawn on Saturday, February 27th for Union City, New Jersey, to participate in 
their JROTC Drill Competition. The Drill Team and the Athletic Team both competed in the day’s events. There 
were seven events for the Drill Team and one event for the Athletic Team. A total of three trophies were 
awarded to the Drill Team, 1st place for New Cadet Basic, 2nd place for Unarmed Exhibition and 3rd 
place for Armed Exhibition. As c/1st Lt Lance Justiniani, the commander of the Drill Team said that day 
“Whether we win all of the trophies or we win zero trophies, we are never out of the fight.” 
 
 
ART NEWS 
 
Morris Museum Fresh Perspectives 2016, April 7 – June 5, 2016 

 

 
 

The 27th annual Fresh Perspectives juried exhibition provides artistically accomplished New Jersey high 
school students a professionally organized museum exhibition and recognizes art teachers for nurturing these 
talented student artists.  Katie Maas has been selected to have a piece in this prestigious show.  Only 50 
pieces were selected out of almost 500 submissions.  Opening reception will be held on Friday, April 8th at The 
Morris Museum in Morristown, NJ.  The show will be on display until June 5th.   
 
 

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards of 2016 
 

 
By Katie Maas 

 

 
                                       By Mary Dvorsky 



  

We are pleased to announce that the following students have earned Silver Medals in the Scholastic Art & 

Writing Awards of 2016. Mary Dvorsky and Katie Maas have been identified by panels of creative 

professionals as the most talented young artists in the nation. This year, nearly 320,000 works of art and 

writing were submitted. Receiving a Silver Medal places our students within the top 1% of all submissions! 

 

By receiving a Scholastic Art & Writing Awards Silver Medal, our students  join a legacy of celebrated authors 

and artists including Andy Warhol, Sylvia Plath, Truman Capote, Richard Avedon, Robert Redford, Lena 

Dunham, and the renowned filmmaker who will receive our Alumni Achievement Award this year, Ken Burns.  

 
 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
Poetry Out Loud Competition 
 

 
 
On Monday, February 22nd, Piscataway Senior Nicole Jenkins became one of two school champions to 

advance through the regional championship competition for Poetry Out Loud.  Great work, Nicole! 

On Thursday, March 17, Senior Nicole Jenkins competed in the state finals against 11 other poetry recitation 
school champions from around the state.  Although Nicole will not be moving forward in representing New 
Jersey in Washington D.C. next month, we are extremely proud of her accomplishments.  
 
 
Vocabulary.com 
We have placed first again for the State of New Jersey on vocabulary.com with students answering close to 

1.5 million questions and mastering close to 80,000 words.  Congratulations! 

 
 



Poetry Workshops with Poet Glenis Redmond 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Through an arrangement with the State Theatre of New Jersey, the poet Glenis Redmond came to hold poetry 
workshops with our students in February and March.  Students gained much knowledge about poetry during 
these exceptional workshops. 
 
 



 
L.I.F.T. (Ladies of Fortitude, Inspiration and Talent) 
 
Members of the L.I.F.T. (Ladies of Fortitude, Inspiration and Talent) group participated in a “Steps to Success” 

presentation facilitated by PHS alumna Maria Avgitidis.  She is the founder of Agape Match, one of the leading 

matchmaking firms in the country, whose offices are based in Manhattan in the Empire State Building.  Maria 

travels all over the country for her work, helping her clients find solutions for their dating endeavors. After 

graduating from PHS in 2003, Maria spent 4 years studying International Business and European Affairs at the 

American College of Greece where she traveled all over Europe with her Debate Team.  After returning to the 

US, Maria began working full time and attended NYU for her Master’s degree, studying Global Affairs with a 

concentration in Private Sector and Economics. Maria's dating expertise has been featured in numerous 

publications, including NY Times, CNN, Fast Company, Elle, Esquire, MSN, Reuters, CBS, Women's Health, 

and many others. Her success as a matchmaker has gained national recognition and awarded best 

matchmaking service in New York City by CBS News. She was also awarded as a finalist for most innovative 

company at the 2012 iDate Awards, best dating site design at the 2012 and 2015 iDate Awards and best 

matchmaker at the 2012, 2013 and 2014 iDate Awards. 

 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES NEWS 
 
Live Streaming Teleconference with Ghana 
 

 
 
The annual live streaming teleconference with students from Ghana took place in F100 on Tuesday, February 
9th. Through technology, students were virtually transported through O’ia-da International Inc.’s telepresence 
to facilitate a cultural exchange with students in Ghana, Africa. Our thanks go out to Alex Tomari, and Erik Hall 
who maintained the technology and empowered our students to become global citizens.  
 
Through a live video feed during an open question and answer period, Piscataway’s students discussed 
different aspects of their history, geography and culture. Likewise, students in African Cultural Center talked 
about life in Africa including a live musical and dance performance from Ghana. Under the direction of Megan 
Suozzo, the PHS choir performed under the theme of Black History Month.  This format provided an exciting 
live, active learning environment. This interaction has helped educate students on aspects of our different 
cultures with the focus on our common ground.   



 
 
Guest Speaker, Byron Hurt 

 

 
 
 
On Feb. 19 Byron Hurt came to PHS to present on issues of race, health and social justice with a particular 
focus on gender violence prevention. As a filmmaker and motivational speaker Mr. Hurt’s work and the 
discussion forum with students was a valuable experience for both students and teachers. He has screened 
his films, and provided keynote speeches on hundreds of college and university campuses around the country, 
and in various parts of the world. From Howard University to Harvard University, with racially and culturally 
diverse audiences. His documentary Hip-Hop: Beyond Beats and Rhymes premiered at the 2006 Sundance 
Film Festival and broadcast nationally on PBS in 2007.] His film Soul Food Junkies received the Best 
Documentary Award at the 2012 American Black Film Festival and aired on PBS' Independent Lens. Students 
from Piscataway’s 50 Strong group were offered with an internship opportunity to help work on his next 
documentary.  
 
 
Women’s History Month 
 

 
 
PHS celebrated Women’s History Month by talking about women who have made an impact in America and 
around the world throughout history.  Also, Social Studies classes focused on women during WWII.  Did you 
know that more than 400,000 women served in the military and millions worked in defense industries on the 
Home Front?  WWII gave women independence and new opportunities for work. Some people viewed these 
changes as positive, some as negative. Many people were ambivalent about the social changes that effected 
women during the war.  WWII gave women the impetus to move forward within the workforce.  Now, we have a 
woman who is running for the office of President of the United States.  Women are a powerful force in our 
world – thanks to those who have forged the way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hip-Hop:_Beyond_Beats_and_Rhymes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sundance_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sundance_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PBS
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byron_Hurt#cite_note-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Soul_Food_Junkies&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Black_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_Lens


 
Freeholder Director Ronald B. Rios Visited PHS 

 

 
 

 
Students from Tracey McGowan’s social studies classes participated in a small Town Hall style meeting on 
Wednesday March 16, 2016 during period 2 in room 113 of the Patton wing with Middlesex County 
Freeholder Director Ronald G. Rios.  Director Rios facilitated a Q&A session and shared his lifelong dedication 
to improving the quality of life for all people through effective, efficient and dedicated government.  
 
PTSO TRICKY TRAY 
 

 
 
The Piscataway High School PTSO hosted its second Tricky Tray fundraising event on Friday, March 18th in 
the Patton Cafeteria. The PTSO Committee has worked together over the last six months to solicit baskets and 
donations from the Piscataway community and neighboring businesses.  Some of the top level prizes 
included: Round of golf at Rutgers Golf Course, Disney Hopper Passes, an iPad mini, a 46" flat screen TV, 



Michael Kors purse and wallet, and a "Gift Card Tree" with over $300 of restaurant gift cards hanging from the 
branches. There was also a Money Hat with $150.00 cash, a Lottery Apron with over $150.00 worth of scratch 
off lotto tickets, and a calendar prize worth $365.00. 
 
The community's response to the event was overwhelmingly positive as the cafeteria was filled with nearly 350 
enthusiastic and "experienced" Tricky-Trayers, blowing their whistles and horns. A student jazz band 
serenaded the participants as they placed their tickets in the baskets and the Class of 2018 student council 
served as the prize runners. Erik Hall, the MC for the evening, energized the crowd with his constant sense of 
humor, as he announced the winning ticket number for each basket. 
After months of hard work and persistent solicitation, the PTSO raised over $13,000 that will be used for high 
school scholarships and teacher mini-grants! An additional $900.00 was also raised for the Matt Hollan Fund to 
aid the Hollan family in their medical costs.  
 
The Piscataway High School PTSO is dedicated to helping the academic and social needs for ALL students. 
Our fundraising efforts throughout the school year are done to support the academic and extracurricular 
activities for students. If you are interested in becoming an active participant in the PHS PTSO or you would 
like to apply for a teacher mini-grant, please email Jessica Loux (jloux@pway.org) for more information. 
 
 
INTERIM DEAN OF STUDENTS 
 
Interim Dean of Students for the 11th Grade 
On March 7, Dr. Maria Cetta was appointed Interim Dean of Students for the 11th grade.  She is filling for April 
Hurt while she is on maternity leave for remainder of the school year. Russell Brindley has taken over 
Dr. Cetta’s classes. 
 
 
CHESS CLUB 
 
This month’s chess match in our PHS Homeroom Chess Club concluded a hard-fought championship battle in 
the intermediate-advanced bracket between junior Nicholas Bagwandeen and senior Gabriel Colley. Nick and 
Gabe are the winners of their respective homeroom tournaments (Nick homeroom 2; Gabe homeroom 1), and 
they met for a best-of-three final match-up. This has been an exciting match: Nick won the first game; Gabe 
won the second; game 3 was a draw. Gabriel Colley won today's game, which came down to the small but 
significant advantage of Gabe's rook versus Nick's black-square bishop in the end game.  
 
Congratulations to Gabe and Shout Out to Nick: both these players exhibited great concentration, skill, 
and sportsmanship throughout all their matches.  
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
April 15:  FBLA Mission Life Basketball Game 
April 15:  A Capella Performance 
April 16:  Superintendent’s Breakfast 
April 16:  Improv Troupe Performance 
April 22:  Report cards available on Genesis at 12 pm 
April 24:  Pway 5K 
April 29:  Talent Show 
 
 

mailto:jloux@pway.org

